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Average performance
of 15-year-olds in 
science – extrapolate 
and apply

Low average performance

Large socio-economic disparities

High average performance
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High social equity

High average performance

High social equity
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economic impact on 

student performance
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distribution of learning 
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Durchschnittliche 
Schülerleistungen im 
Bereich Mathematik
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Large socio-economic disparities

High average performance
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student performance
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Durchschnittliche 
Schülerleistungen im 
Bereich Mathematik

Low average performance

Large socio-economic disparities

High average performance

Large socio-economic disparities

Low average performance

High social equity

High average performance

High social equity

Strong socio-
economic impact on 

student performance

Socially equitable 
distribution of learning 

opportunities
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School performance and socio-economic background 
Germany
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AdvantagePISA Index of socio-economic backgroundDisadvantage

Schools 
proportional to size
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School performance and socio-economic background 
The Netherlands
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AdvantagePISA Index of socio-economic backgroundDisadvantage

Schools proportional 
to size
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School performance and socio-economic background 
Finland
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AdvantagePISA Index of socio-economic backgroundDisadvantage

Schools 
proportional to size
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Poland raised its reading performance by 28 PISA points, 
equivalent to ¾ of a school year - What happened?

OECD (2007), Learning for tomorrow’s world: First results from PISA 2006, Table 6.1a 


